
UDCH - Feb. 9, 2015 Meeting 

At our February meeting we celebrated 6 years of meeting, and made plans for the future. 

In the first part of the meeting everyone was given a piece of colored paper and a simple 

request:  put something on it that you appreciate about UDCH… something you’d like to 

celebrate.  The results “papered” the front wall, with the following: 

    Collaboration for the Common Good             U-LOO!            Creating Community      
       Getting to know each other         Legislative Updates & Informed guidance 
Outstanding Information    Connecting Faith Communities with UW Community 
       Innovative action           All the little things         Supporting UCC Housing Development 
Learning what others are doing about ending homelessness – not just in the U District 
 Brochure Listing Services in the U District (started with a police officer’s request) 
That this place and space exists for this conversation to happen!      UW Street Medicine 
     Increased Dialog & Awareness       A more integrated U District!      Loo moving forward!   
Olympia van/actions/rides       Connecting community with UW Ivory Tower         
    Learning about Car Camping A way to speak as a community.  
       Helping the homeless and educating those in our community about those suffering! 
               It was a great way to celebrate our birthday, ourselves. 
 
Brief reports included: 
-- On Wednesday, February 11 from Noon-1pm, WOMEN IN BLACK will hold a silent vigil for our 
homeless neighbors who have died with living outside.  (http://www.scn.org/womeninblack/) 
-- Jackie O’Bryan asked for a moment of silence for a member of The Ave Foundation who had 
died just the night before. 
-- We were reminded that Feb. 17 will be Housing & Homeless Advocacy Day in Olympia. 
(650 people showed up in Olympia!  For more follow-up:  http://wliha.org/) 
--Karen Ko noted that at 11:00am on Saturday, Feb. 21, the Mayor will do a “walk through” the 
U District, starting at 43rd and Brooklyn. She encouraged us to attend. (Karen.ko@seattle.gov) 
--Elizabeth McCoury, ED of the University District Partnership, encouraged folks to come out to 
support the proposed BIA (Business Improvement Association) at a City Council Hearing, on 
Feb. 25 at 2pm, or to send emails in support.   (http://udistrictpartnership.org) 
 
For the rest of the meeting we turned to a discussion regarding the Future of UDCH:   Three 
Possible Alternatives 

(1) Congratulate ourselves and close.  Perhaps UDCH is no longer relevant or necessary.  

E.g., more services are available now; the problems are bigger than one neighborhood, 

it may be time to fold UDCH, and focus our energies at the county or state level. 

(2) Continue meeting monthly, but shorten our meetings to 1.5 hours.  Action teams might 

form during the meetings, but follow-up “outside” the larger meetings. Nathalie 

proposed that we consider different meeting times.  

(3) Continue, but meet less frequently, in other venues such as “on-line”, or with shorter 

meetings – this would require new people to "step-up” to take on some responsibilities. 
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Various responses and ideas “bubbled up” from those present: 

Different days or times should be considered.  There was general agreement for shortening the 

meeting to 90 minutes; meeting between 12-noon and 1:30 or 11:30 to 1pm; and either serving 

lunch or bringing sack lunches (perhaps bring extra for those unable to bring food).  There was 

strong support for meetings that are both shorter, and take place during lunch hours – to better 

accommodate working people and students.  Wednesdays were suggested as better than 

Mondays. Taking a break for one to three months in the summer, also had some support. 

Where to meet was discussed- several folks present liked the idea of meeting in one place for a 

period of time (6 months? 1 year?); easy parking is a priority. Representatives from University 

Lutheran and University Congregational UCC offered to check to learn whether their places 

might be available.  Plus, face-to-face interaction was preferred over “virtual” interaction. 

Meals –  Another suggestion was to invite “Operation Sack Lunch” to help provide our lunches.  

It was pointed out that we would likely get more homeless folks participating if we offer food. 

Focus of Conversations- One suggestion was that we narrow our focus to specific concerns or 

priorities for a period of time (e.g., LGBT homeless needs, the need for a public toilet, etc.).  

Several noted the importance of a continued focus on legislative advocacy. The unsheltered 

homeless should not be forgotten in the urgency to provide permanent housing. And the 

overall lack of affordable housing in the U District should remain a crucial focus. 

Minutes and Newsletter – We talked about ways to reduce this burden; whether minutes were 

even needed. We were urged to keep Minutes brief (ask presenters to give written reports, give 

links to organizations’ websites, use different software, etc.). However some spoke to how 

helpful the minutes are, giving “personality” to our organization and important information – 

especially for people who couldn’t be present. 

New Leadership – With Nathalie stepping down from her role, we need others to step up.  At 

least two volunteered - Bill Kirlin-Hackett and Karen Ko.  (Contact nancy.amidei@gmail.com, or 

edwinbeatty@mac.com, if you can “step up” to assist.)  We remain committed to having a 

diverse leadership team, and to work to increase the involvement of homeless, minorities, etc.      

Summary and suggested actions 
   There seemed to be a consensus that our meetings should continue on a monthly basis, with 
a possible break in the summer, but should be shorter, and perhaps over lunch-time;  that we 
would seek a more “permanent” home for the meetings- at least six months at a time; and 
would look into sack lunches by Operation Sack Lunch; that we would welcome new leadership 
(thankful for two volunteers). 
   For March and April we will keep to our planned location and meet at Christ Episcopal Church, 

but only from 9:00am- 10:30am.     TOPIC:  “It’s Not A Crime To Be Homeless.” 

Many thanks for notes taken by Rosemary Blakemore. 
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